440   A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY

Allied landings in Normandy, the capital of Italy passed peacefully
into our possession, the reward of an operation as well conceived
as it had been skilfully and energetically executed. The conquest
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of Rome was followed in the next few weeks by that of all central
Italy; and, apart from spasmodic delaying actions in the Lake
Trasimene area and on the Arno, the enemy attempted no stand
until he had got back to his prepared line of defence known as the
Gothic Line, covering Bologna and Rimini and blocking the
Apennines passe into the Po valley.